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l. Since 1933, the Soviet Goverament hes published no statistles or other
informetlon regerding elther the smount of gold belng mined, or the
quantities of gold whieh the USSR Lls holding in reserve.

2. In 1932, & compsient organlzation was sot up for the intensive exploltation
of the Xolymu gold depoaivs, 7This wis placed under the police authority
of "Dalatrol,” which brought together an imponing lebor force of prisoners.
This foroe has, since then, pecn consbantly renewed, to make up for the
high mertality rete in thoge frozen reglons. Gold extrascted from the N
Kolyms deposlts l1s gent to the port of Magadan. Authorities here take
over shipmenbs by 68, mainly bo Viadlvostok,

3, The Sovietas make no gecret of the importance thet they attsch to Magadan.
The Presidium of the Supreme soviet hes Just made this district an "oblast,"
which depends directly cn the contrel government., The region gets more &nd

more new inhabltente sach year, since libevated eriminels are transformed
into "free workers"--bub always compelled to stay where they are.

4, For lack of offlolaul reporty, one ¢in pesch conelusions regerding this gold
only by plecing together such information us does leak out. This comes
from Polish prisonsrs who have escaped {rom Siberis, and from Germsn prisoners
of wer who have recently been released by the USSR, The number of condemned
prisoners asaigned to gold mining in the Kolyme pasin in 1953 was sboub
250,000, Of these, 200,000 wers used directly in the mines themselves, The
other 50,000 were used elther on upkeep of the poadnet, or in various other
servicss essentlal to the 1ife of the community.
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The technique of extrucbion has besn grestly improved durlng recent
yegrs. Minlng procvesses sre the basls of production. Alluvial gold
18* not gnered, Rowever, th ugh production 1s much less, becsuse of
the large numbexr of other minerals mixed with the gold nuggets,

Estimates of producticn in the Kolyma basin sre at best approximations.
However, the labor norm vequired of each prisoner is known. Given this
tact, Germans repatristed from the USSH estimete ihot extraction in the
Kolyms basin alons reached four hundred tons forp 1953. 3Some of them even
aver that the figure resghes 500 tons, but this 1s certainly the eeiling,

Exploftation-is 21so in progress In the Urals (Diechtarks, Miassy, Revda,
Ivdiel, Berezovek, Iverdlovsk), and in tha gutonomous republic of Komi

on the esstern slope of the Urale. Management is in the hands of Uralzoloto
(Ural Gold), @ section of Soyouzzolote (Unicn Gold)., The old Lens. gold-
flelds {Lena, Vibim, ard Oleokms basing) is in full production of about
£1fty tons & yeap,

There are rich goiv deposits InKazakXhsten snd the Altail mountains, and
prospecting is now golng on in Khakasua provinee and the mountainous
canber of Keusnelskt Alss«Tabu, Lo et

The prison camps for deportess along the Yenisel (Oust-Port, Doudinka,
Norllsk, Xodarka, Tourcukhenck) provide an imporbvant labor force. It is
posaible thet gold productlon there Is quite as Aimportant as that on the
Lens, The Yekubsk ares, with o labor edmy: 8% Qugt-Adanyis another veluable
gold~bearing srea, bilng in one sense s prolongation of the Lena busin.

All along the Angars river, thers aps gold “eposits which are being worked.
This contiming to s polnt nésr the Beikal motnteldis. The prisofis of
Krénoyarsk. wangk, Tlanskil, Bratak, : Trieutsk provide thousdnds of forced
Tebovers., Th Vgpsibzolote” (West Stbepisn Gold) t#ust menoges the gold-
beering reglon along the lower course of Lhe Oki, In the vieinlty of
Nevosibirsk, S : g " T

Légy produetive deposits are locatsd in the republies of Turkmenlstan,
Uzbekistan, Tadehikistan, and Kireiztan, Vigorous prospecting is-'golng
Torword in Kamehutse wnd the Chukahd aninasule, “The gomps in these
desolobe reglons suggest thet waore 13 aobive development of 4ty ‘gold
‘résdurcey, - : I o '

I the flgure of MO0 tons of gold production fry the Kolyma basln in 1953
1% sedepted, 1t s reasonsble to suppose that 200 tona additlonal are being
mined elsevhers, In other words, the U34% would then be producing 60¢- tons,
This gold 1s stiored by "Uvalin-Harpagon,” Under ‘pressure of avents, Malenkov
has‘cotmenced to disgorge some of the gold in the weults of the @osbank, But
sale of gold sgainst foreign purchases weuld not really sffect the precious.
methl Peserve of the US3R, which hes now become the maln gold=producimg
country of the world. : : ) e L N S e
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